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ADVERTISEMENT. 



' Author of the Obfervatiom offers at i 
apology jor defects in its slyle and iis tnadefjud' 
cy to its vffi) important subject, tlie extreme haste 
in ivtiicli it has been composed, tlirougli an afl~ 

I prehension that the great ifues'ion discussed in it, 
is on the point oj decision 6y his m'ljestj/'s min- 
isters. The speech of Mr. Randolph arrived from 

' America on the SOth oJ last monili, and tliis 
morning, the last page of the Observations has 
gone to press. 

May 2, 1806. 



OBSERVATIONS, &c. 



SIX months had elapfed fince the pamphlet called 
•* War in Difguife*' was firft given to the public, without 
any opponent having entered the lifts, to difpute before 
Britifh judges, either the juftice or the policy, of its views. 

The Editor of the Parifian Argus indeed, who degrades 
the Englifh language by proftituting it to the fervice of z 
tyrant, had favoured that work with an early and honora- 
ble cenfure ; but at home, it had been noticed with uni- 
form aflent to the truth and importance of thofe practical 
conclufions to which, the Author had reafoned ; and in 
neutral countries it had been encountered only by fuch 
vague clamours, as fcarcely admitted of, much lefs d^s- 
fcrved, a reply. 

I therefore had no inducement to invoke «gain the at- 
tention of the public on the great fubject of our n:aritime 
rights. 

Much, very much, of new argument was offered to me 
by the awful changes in the ftate of the war, which the 
treaty of Prefburg had occafioned j but I had reafon to 
believe that enough had been faid to fatisfy Engliftimen at 
leaft ; and I hoped that if other nations had objections to 
•fier^ they would not be admitted by our government fi» 



precipitately) as to preclude a volunteer in the cauTe of hii 
country from fuHaining againlt them tlie arguments he had! 
tdvanccd. 

On a fuddcn, fome of thefe circumflances are unexpect 
ediy reverfed. 

Within a few dajra* a pamphlet has been put into m 
hands, which under a more comprebenlive title, difcufiec 
the fubjeet of our prefent difpute with America ; 
which without proft-ffmg to be an anfwer to the work 
called " War in Difguife," controverts its moft important 
GOnciufions. 

Before I had found time to give this antagonilt deliberatf 
attention, another lias taken up the gauntlet under the for- 
midable armour of a reviewer ; and at the fame momeoti, 
a third, who has not yet ilTued from the prefs, menacet 
me with declared holliiity in the form of legitimate war.* 

But alas at this niomcnt a rumour has reached my ears, 
far more alarming than the united attacks of the ablelt coa- 
troverfial opponents. 

It is faid that his majefty's minifters are on the point o£ 
giving way to the injurious claims and menaces of America, 
and renouncing forever the maritime rights in difpute. 

May the report prove to be erroneous. It is due to the 
high characters which compofe the prefent cabinet, to 
believe that it will be found fo ; and in that cafe I, will 
joyfully apologife to them for having one moment liftened 
to the tale. 

But if there be indeed a yet unexecuted purpofe of this 
nature in the mitid of any Britifh minifter — if all the recent 

• The»r(;nndaiitKg;miiBt ftllu(lc<lto!»»wpiler in tlie juat pulilislicd 
Edinburgh Roipw. The third is ht Americui, wbow wurlc in un- 
MUQced fo; I'cfHitiilicutisn In tiiU couaUy. 



triumplw of our feg, HHA the majeflic afcenderlcy of our 
nxvjy iiave not prechided the thought of thus truckling to 
the invaders of our xnaritime rights^ then itnleed it is high 
time for every Engli&man who foresees the confequences^ 
to lift up a warning voice, while there id yet a chance of 
being heard,, and of averting the impending mifchief. 

Imprefied with tkU anxious reflection, I fed that to af^ 
reft decision, is now the firil and moft urgent object, iff 
this great national caule. To reply to thofe opponents 
whole arguments I have feen, woirid be no difiicult tafk ^ 
hul! before I return their bsoadfides, I muft run haftily upon 
deck, andi befeech the coaaaaadkig officers set y^t to ftrik# 
the colours. 

A few hours only have elapfed fince I took up the pen for 
this purpofe, but with gireat diiEculty how to reconcile the 
magnitude of the confiderations which prefled upon me, 
with the urgent call for difpatch^ when the arrival- of » 
mail from America, quite accidentally,' but moft feafonably, 
placed in my pofleflion the followii^ important fpeeeh.* 

I perceived in it at once a moft defirable fubftitute for 
thofe arguments which I was on the point of compofing. — 
My object was not to fortify former pofitions of riglit,^ 
much lefs to enter at large into the new relations of the 
Ameiican controverfy ; but only to deprecate premature 
determination, and obtain time for further difcuffion.— 
What then could be more abundantly fufficient for my pur- 
pofe than this fpeeeh of Mr. Randolph ? 

Tt cannot be fuppofed that his n^ajefty's minifter can wifti 
precijpitately to relinquifh our belligerent rights or preten- 
tions at this moft delicate crifis, unlefs from tlie fear that 

*• I write on the 1st of May, wid hope, before I sleep, to send Uiii 
t9ty composition to T}rcs«. 



an immediaie rupture with America mufl he the conftri 
queiiceof further delay, bui furely no reflecting mind afteaf 
stteiiiling to this fpecch, puhlifhed, as well as fpoken by 
an Americjn political leader of Uie firft eminence, cau r»« 
tain thai idle apprehenfion. 

The occafion of Mr, I'andolph's argument, was a motia 
made by the moil ze.ilous of the French party, for a gen 
eral non-im ortation bill ; i.e. for the prohibition of im 
porting any BritiOi manuf<ictures, while the difputes be 
tween the two countries are unfettled ; and the event ( 
this motion was a decifion in the negative, by a majori) 
of 70 to +7 — It appears therefore that > r. Randolph' 
very powerful .tnd eloquent arguments, were affemed t 
by a large majority. 

Afterwards, on the 1 7th of March, a limited non-im 
tation refolution was broug' t in by the fame p.irty, 
carried on a divifion of S7 to 35, in the Houfe of Rcprefei 
tatives ; but from the lateft accounts there is reafon to bi 
lieve that it was rejected by the Upper Houfe or Senate. 

The oppofition, headed by Mr Randolph, had defeat© 
in former inilances the violent propofjls of the governmei 
party, or ratl.CT of the French faction, by which the go 
eniment party iticlf was pufhed on to- violent mcafurt 
Yet the government, and even the French faction, did ni 
venture to propofe immediate war. — ^When therefore we' 
are inftructed by this able and interefting fpecch, 
principles and views of the American oppofition ; and pa 
ceive that a war with this country would be moft powe 
fully oppofed, even in a cafe of ilrong and acknowledge 
provocation, it feems abfolutely impoflible to apprehen 
that the Congrefs would refort to that extremity, or to fw 



thn 



•ffenfive mcafure« as muft inevitably lead to war, rather 
than :.dmit of a deliberate, or even a tedious difcuilion. 

I wifh the patience of the neutraHzing agents in this 
country, who, under the fpecious name of Britilh Ameri- 
can merchants, may be fecretly importuning government 
for adecifion favourable to their private views, could be as 
furely relied upon. It is not only in America, I fear, that 
•< the fpirit of avaricious traffic," to ufe the words of Mr. 
Randolph, is oppofed to the national welfare. 

I^ the people of the United States could in any cafe be 
brought to fubmit to the burthens of a n.aritime war, for 
the fake of what this gentleman juftly reprefents as an 
ephemeral and precarious comn erce, it muft be at leaft en 
an ultimate refufal of redrefs for wrongs, which had been 
xnoft fully inveftigated, and inconteftably eftablifhed. 

. The authority of Mr. Randolph is the more fatisfactory 
on this point, becaufe he does not directly difpute the 
juftice of thofe complaints which the clanfours of the neu- 
trali«er8 had for a moment made popular in America. — It 
is indeed eafy to perceive, that this candid arid enlightened 
patriot, faw the injuftice of the quarrel, in which felf- 
interefted men endeavour to involve his country. — But he 
was too wife, needlefsly to oppofe himfelf to thofe preju- 
dicesy the force of which it was better to elude. — He avoids 
therefore the queftion of right, and admitting for the fake 
of argument at leaft, that the pretended injuries are real, 
aflerts in terms of the moft abfolute aflurance, ^hat the 
people of America will not con fen t to avenge them by 
war. 

« I will agree (fays he) to pafs for an ideot, if this is 
•« not the public fentinient, and you will find it to your 
*< coil, begin the war when you will." (Seep. 12.) 
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' It Is not howeyer folely, or chief)/ in regard to the quw 
tion 1 have now in view, or the fafety of further difcufTioi^ 
that the fpeech of Mr. Randolph i s important. 

I invoke the declarations of this American leader, mads 
in the hearing of Congrefs, to atteft, that the (IrictUfM 
on the colonial traders of that country contained in mf 
formtr publication, were in no degree unfounded.- — I ap 
peal to his feniiments on the true interefts of his felloe 
citizens at large, that they are on the fame fide of this C 
troverfy with our own. — 1 rely on his opinion, and llil 
more on his irrefragable arguments, in proof that a war b* 
twcen that i ountry and this, would be but in a flight degra 
noiiious to the commerce of Great Brician i while its confi) 
quences would [ e ruinous to America, and fuch as hfl 
ciiizcns would not even for a brief period, be brought ft 
tiL'ntly toentlure. 

Ill a word, 1- quote this refpectable authority, not onl; 
as a cnuiion agairfb precipitated determination, but to {he\ 
that timid and luinousi concelGon, may be fafdy and Aial^ 
avoided. 

But what makes this very inteljigent fpeech more encoui 
aging to the friends of peace and juftice, as we.l as highl 
deferving profound attention in both countries, is the o 
rectnefs of its views as to the power and policy of Prai 
I rejoice for the fake of America and of Europe, ihatther 
are llatesmen in the new world, capable of fo clearly dig 
cemlng, and fo eloquently expofing, its dangers froi 
French ambition, and its intereft in the navy of England. 

And here let it be obferved, that when Mr. Randolpl 
addrelTed fuch con fid era t ions to the American Congref^ 
the humiliation and ruin of Auftria, and the other re 
cent difallere of Europe, were but impeifectly know 
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Ijteyond the Atlantic. The -jJeace of Preftiirg, and thi 
confequent mutilations of the Germanic empire, feem 
not to have reached the ears of this antigailican patriot ; 
tnuch lefs could h^ know or forefee the perfidious con- 
' duct of Pruffia, the enrollment of that power, hitherto 
neutral, under the banners of French ambition, and thie 
exclufion of Britifli merchandize from every country, hos- 
tile or neutral in which the behefts of fionapfarte can by 
violence or terror be Enforced. 

If thfefe new circumilances of the war fiadteen krown to 
'Mr. Randolph, how much would his juft apprehenfions, 
ftom the preponderance of French power, have been ag- 
' gravated ; how much grofler would the .impolicy of con- 
tributing to the riiin of England have appeared to him ; 
how greatly would that fenfe of the juftice of our cauft 
ivhkh mzff be inferred -from his language, have been for- 
ttfied. 

•And here Tet mfe notices with Tudh brief generality 
tt the urgfent heceffity of difpatch, under the fenfe of 
which I ndw Write, preferibes to me, a new foun- 
dation of right which arifes from the recent conduct of 
,tbe ihtemy. 

Let it be fli{)pofed that HI the ^fgiiiinenf s which have 
been hitherto offerifed by my own, ancf far abler pens, in 
defence of thfe nite of thfe war l756 are utterly incon- 
clufive J and that though uiianlVvered (except by the grofil 
eft mifrfepifefentatioris of notorious facts) ihey are capa^ 
ble 6f bfeiog clearly refuted ; ftill we have a new cafe, 
on which it feents impbflibte that tMvo dii9Ferent opinions 
(hould be held. 

What ! is Boniparte to exclude Britifli fugar and coffee, 
from the continent| and is America to enable him to do 
(b, by fiipplying ^t with French and Spranifh fugar and 



coffee, in t'leir ftead ? Are neutral markets even, to I 
fhut by vio ence againCl our planters, that our eiiemii 
may eftablifh thcro a menopoly againft iliem ? Are the 
merchants of neutral ftjtes, to be hid under an interdict 
as to the carriage of Britiih tnanufaclures or merchanili 
to friendly port^ ^ and while fubmitting as they do to that 
interdict, can they alTert neverthelefs againft u&, a right 
carry the manufactures of our enemies, to the colonies 
France and Spain ? Are neutrals, in a word, to gi 
effect to a fyftem avowedly adopted for the dtflruction 
Engliili commerce, ypt found on their amity wit:, England 
a right to prevent or fruftrate a rctaliuiioii on our 
againft the comme. ce of our enemies ! 

Yet thi. is, in truth, but a part of the enormous cafoj 
By what means, has France acquired the power of en- 
forcing her prohibitions ? By the fame foul means whic 
liavc enabled her to overthrow Auftria, to break up th 
foundation of tlie Germanic empire, and add all Italy I 
her ulurpations } by the moft audacious vlohtions i 
neutral ri(;hts, that ever difgraced the page of hiftorj 
or fuijverted the fecurity of nations. 

Here, we liave no controyerted principles to affume 
in tnaintaining thp -opprobrious charge. It is not, that on 
the ocean, and in (he interruption of a commercial mter- 
courfewith a belligerent, neutral pretenfionsaie oppofed^ 
but, it is tliat into tlie heart of peaceful cities," and amonf 
nie villages of a harmlefs pcafaniry, armies are fent lo levi 
contributions, or purfue their defoiating march, by : 
power which does not allege againft the haplefs fufFerers 
either the rights of war, or the provocation of a w: 
Anlpach, Hanover, Switzerland, Hamburgh, Frankfor^ 
evcii RoTie itfelf, where a reconciled apoilate might haT<S 
been retrained by decent rcfpect to the fuperftitio 



has profelTeii to rerume, thefe, and many other phces, 
need bat be natneil, cocjll up abhorrence of the afurp- . 
er's mi-ciiiis, ami to Ihow his utter contempt for the motl 
acknowledged and facred of neutral right;., whenever ho 
has power to invade them. Even bed-chdmbeis are not 
fafc for prioces, in the bofom of a neutral court, 

" But are other nations refponlible for thefe out- 
" rages ?" not directly fo, I admit. Whether it be not 
a duty of neutril p:jive:s to unite in coniroling tht-m, and 
p-otectingthoie facte.! priacip'es by wliich the community 
of nations is bound together, fro n further violation, is a 
queftion not hard to decide. But all I contend for here, 
is the very moderate pofition, that neutral ,n3tions ought 
nor actively toalli.lin giving effect to a fyftem, which ii 
plante.l, fuitiinid and ejLpjiideJ by thjfa invjlioiis of neu- 
tral rights. I 
If ihey will tamely permit Bonaparte to exclude (hip* 
when laden with our merchandize fro.n H.imburgh, and. 
fuch other mirltine places, yet permitted to be CiUed 
neutral, as the leriJt of his arms has already thut againft, 
us ; and tP extend, as he now threatens, the fame fyilem 
to Portugal and 13enmark ; it is not neutral, it is not' 
equal, to deny a like latitude to us; and they would have' 
no tight to complain, il" we fliouhl apply the Dme interdic- 
tion as generally, to the merchandize of our enemies,' 
whctevej; our power extends i tliat is, to every maritime , 
part ur the globe. 

Crffoiiial produce and fupplies alone, are the fuhject now' 
inififpute with America ; but here is a principle, on which 
we might fairly interdict the carriage of French, Spanifli, 
and Dutch goods in general, whether colonial or European ;< 
and not in particular voyages alone, but in any part of the 
ecean. If not, then (he rt]<hts and duties of neutrality are' 



all on one fiJe^ wiil Bjnipine has already otasinetl fonw 
of tlic l<f|;iU clFecia of th4t fovereignty, w 'vhtch he now 
openly afj)irB» over he kings and km^^dains of the eirth. 
He hw imperial prerogTitives in the courts ofnitTons, in 
which a Biitilh monarth has no right to participate.* 

Hitherto it i) a principle of mtunl rsaron, to *hith ■** 
wriwron thuUw oFn.itioi'i has o'jjei;t-'d, ani w-ii^h nlfeft 
F tliem hjttfexjMvMy aESnnwl, (ha: impartiility ts otieof 
eduiic) of iieuiml Btate^i and a branch of this du[y is, tbit 
fh.it tliey permit to om- bclrlgerein, they nmft be ready to 
mit 10 the other. Even the king of Pruffia, ackniwleH- 
I this o'jiigttiuii, when he give p.iiTi^e to the Riilliti 
my, on hiring the vioUiion of A'lfpich; nor hn thft 
ri'fich (Itfrpot iiinifclf, had the afrufarti;e opciily to find 
mtt with th« ftcl. 

' Hut Aiii?ric», it may be fnid perhips, hns not yet h^en 
f prevented by France, from' currying any gio.U wliatever 
', to tho ports of thia country, or our cjIohcs." 

France, 1 aJinit, has not extended her commercial 
iltctdict, wlicreflie had not power to ex'^nd it. — She has 
) naval arms and therefore can boh t'.i- .l.'ir againrt co.n- 
fCTcc on the iiiCdc only, not Ioc'k it from w . i;L>}ut : nor can 

cmstnlM iiiVnnvrledged by stimc ,uf tlit» w'ten w1i4 
fkindlj-meinptedof Iklc to flatten die Bptriw Dftli- , -Mc, «ni 
pBrt iw for «al>lfti»»ion to Frwnoe. Tliey are pructemlj n>t > 'if, in 
iwiuril, urWuiir fuiLcc: proipecu ; but one-oftliem Tairly let* ^''i, <'iiEt 
I'ccMwymcan ol'cuiidll:ding^ BiiiLqnirtc ii, tlie restnjm^ Uie 
f prt'»s i mid idil*. " if-ate desire (o remain at peace teiu. /h- 
r, IflMiHkmre A'i*i wvintuieio tredt /limv^iih the lame ffettiB •% 
(t theVliirJ. He rfJltaVL-H^ with tfiemon/the inlnltsnffliced 
^iiapta" (.T\wi^\\i va the rulslive St^te of Great Britidn and 
hi^u, p.flS ) llnppily wc »re not yet A peiilsa wiU) BOtuparte ( 
uiiUivtuUrmvltriul vruBuver iliaU. 
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flie preTent itnportrtion into countries, into which b« 
battalions cannot advance. 

But if (lie has rot prevented importation by neutral tcs- 
fel , into England, Ihe has dpne more, much more fnr the 
purpo{e of ir.y arguinent, by E^ccluding (hem fiom neutral 
ports. ^ 

' America is prevented hem importing Britifli goods into 
Hamburgh for iiifiaiice, nci becaufe it i;. the will of the 
fenate of Hamburgh, but br.caufe it is tlie n andate of 
France j and America will fubmit to tbis prubibition, as 
Ihe has dene to other injuries of the fan.e fpecies, from th« 

, ijnie unprincipled povper. — On what ■ confident pretence 
tlien could flie complain, if we fiiould forbid bet carrying 
French goods, wbetber colonial or European, to Copenha- 

, gen or Lifbon ? How oiberwife are we to obtain equality, 

! in refpect of neutral commercei 

We may blockade, it is true, the ports from which our 
goods are excluded; but this is often an vneitectuai refort, 
as w:ell as ^ways an expenfive one, and a diverlion of our 
naval force from more active fervice. neither can it. be ei- 
pected, that we can fpread our blockades over every har- 
bour or acceflable coaft, to which Bonaparte can extend 
his exclulive fyftem by land. 

Sefides it would be abfurd to maintain, that, we may 
lawfully blockade neutral ports as a rightful defence ag::inft 
tliis unprecedented fyllem of war, and yet have no right to 
retaliate on the trade of the eiicmies potts, left neutral in- 

■ terefts fhould fuffer. 

The blockades too, hqwever ccmpietely enforced, would 
beobvjouJly ineffectual, to prevent the meditated injury to 
our colonics and our comm.erce. Our fugars .are fliut out 
fioai Hamburgh, and we exclude French and Spanilh fu- 



i fars in retiim by ouriilockaile. What then ? IF we ailo*r 
' the littler to be carried to ELnbdeii, to Antwerp, or any o- 
f ther UH blockaded port, the fame continental m.irkcts are cf- 
' fectu;.lly fupplied, by me^ns of interior navigation, with 
the French or .Sp;inilh article, which, Hjmburgh btlure 
fupplieii with, the Britillt 

If, by ajull and ncceiTiry relaHation, we (liouhl prevent 
I tlie fupply generally in ncutriii bottoms the growing dearth 
I pf the article, would foon frultiMie the hofiile prohibition* 
or oblijje the enemy to recall it: but while French and 
Spanilh produce, can be plentifully obtained frofn neigh- 
bouring ports, til s narutal remecly cannot operate ; and 
, our blockade rather tends in a coihmerciji view to increafe, 
I than d.minilh the evil..- 

I This partiility therefore in the acquiefcence and the re- 
fiftatice of neutral flates, amounts not merely to pallive in- 
juHice, but to an active and pernicious co-operation with 
the enemy in his elTorta to deftroy our commerce! yet 
thouj;h he tramples for that end on the mo(t inilifputable 
rights of neutrals, their extreme, abflraet, and molt doubt- 
Lful rights, are itranguly fet up againft us, to effectuate hi* 
r injurious purpofc. 

le main though prepoRerous defence of the fruflratloi* 
^f our hoililities againil the enemy's colonial trade, is hi> 
light to open his own pi>rts -, but has he a right to Qiut up 
Ineutral potts, as well as to open his own ? Hi're at leaft 
ithe land right, will not bear out the fea wrong. Befide.i, 
[America has now (lirunlc from this favourite principle of 
, when ihe had to deal with a power that would not be 
^ bullied — She hiS not only fufTered France to take her fliipa 
when trading to Sr. Domingo, but at the imperious man- 
date of that powtr has paiTed a law to forbid die trade t* 



her fubjects. Is it becaufe Deflalines has not as good t 
title to Haytij as Bonaparte to Naples ? I (hould deny the 
propofition— everi as to Paris : but at leaft Deflalines has as 
good a ri^ht to make kws in Hayti, as Bonaparte at Ham* 
burgh. 

If the nation which is called on to fubmit to fuch injuri- 
ous inequality of treatment, were feeble or inferior at fea, 
the too common difpofition in the ftrong to opprefs the 
weak| might account for the unjuft demand. But what in 
the prefent cafe may well excite aftonifhment, as well as ia«^ 
clignation, is, that this injuftice isonered to a nation, whole 
power to refill It, is as indifputable, as her right to do fo-^ 
whofe invincible and magnificent navy rides triumphant on 
every fea ) who, to ufe the words of Mr, Randolph, " has 
<« annihilated the marine of her enemies," and might bold- 
ly defy the combined hoftility of all the maritime nations 
on the globe, to fnatch the trident from her hand. 

That France, an exile from the ocean, fhould under fuch 
circumdances, have the aflurance to wage with us a wat of 
commercial exclufions, is fingular enough. But if neu- 
trals will perfervere in their prefent conduct, and if Eng^ 
land timidly fubmit to it, the plan is perfectly rational, and 
cannot fail of final fuccefs. 

Behold then a new prodigy of thi^ extraordinary age— 
The utmoft maritime ftrength is impotent to protect com- 
mercial navigation $ and a power that is driven from the 
ocean cam deftroy the trade of his enemy I 

But the paradox is of eafy folution, — ^The plain key to 
it, is, the new and compendious principle that the rightf 
if neutrality, are nothing on shore y bta every thing at fea. 

If this doctrine is to prevail, let us befeech the people 
•f the United States, to relieve us from the burden of 



1ft 

thofe 800 men-of-war, which Mr. kandolph, ttrlth hxi It 
finall exaggeration, fuppofes uft at prefent to pdflefs^o biA 
ilfo off our hands, this ifland, which we cahhot long hopft 
tb defend, and give us a diftrict beyond thfe Bla^ Mouti<i 
tains, in exchange. 

At prefent we have no fuch diftant retrfeat, as Mr. R* 
fpeaks of, from the arms of an invader ; no alternative M 
that naval war, which he wifely declines. 

Surely fuch new and forcible confideratiohs as ihh prl^ 
fent conjun£ture affords, cannot fail to have ah ihfltiencb 
on the minds of the American people. It is trhe, the'^ 
might have been fup^geded in fome degree, by the condu^ 
of France, at an earlier period of the war ; but the eiclti. 
fion of our commerce from the continent, thodgh partially 
and faintly attempted before, is now for the firft time dis* 
tin£bly avowed by Bonaparte, as the Grahd offbnfire pr^w 
jeft which is to enforce our fiibmifiioh ; and in the exebti-- 
tion of which, neutral nations, as he fcraple's not to threat* 
en, will be conftrained to concur. Neither till the def^c« 
tion of Pruffia from the ftandard of n^uti^llty, was the 
fcheme fo boldly a£ted upon as at the ^releni^ or fo capable 
of extenfive effed. 

Mr. Randolph, in one paflageof his fpfiech, feeftis to 
confider the excufe of nece/jity, as the chief argument relied 
upon in the pamphlet, which he does me the honour tb 
quote ; but on m reference to the work, it will be found 
that this was but one, among many foundations of right, on 
which the rule of the war 1 756 was placed, and to the 
chief part of which no anfwer has hitherto been given ; and 
it will further be found that the author did riot profefs to ar- 
gue the queftion at large, even in refpeil of the colonial 
trade, much lefs to define and defend the whole extent of 
our maritime rights in the prefent unparalleled conteft. 



19 

T^^ere vr^ Qthcr vienycss ftill aaore comprehenfive and 
IQipprtapti mpoa which it would be nfiugh eaiier to juftify 
l^e fevereft waf that could ppffibly be wag^d againit the 
ppmmerce of qur enemy, and the maratime intercourse of 
]ib ufurpe4 doqiinipnai th^n to ei;cufe the concei&oas that 
feave \^n hitherto made in favour of neutral tradie. But 
laeither thefe, nor the confiderations here briefly fuggefted, 
Jiave yet been fubpaitted to the candour of the American 
people. 

^ B^agi^animpusi but not very prudent contempt of the 
popular voice in foreign countries, or at lead of the means 
pf obtaining its fuffirage, has been long difplayed by the 
cabinet of England. We fight, we pay, we negociate, 
bi)t except in a formal manifefto, we do not rea/on, to the 
European or American public. We abandon to our ene- 
mies, the influence of every foreign pref8,'even where ihe 
f^ar of French arms does i\ot preclude a competition. 

It is perhaps a natural, though accidental confequence, 
of our peculiar form of goverment.....The rights and the 
intereits of the nation, the grounds of its wars, and its 
treaties, are cppioufly difcufled in parliament j and we for- 
get that foreign politicians do not always read our debates^ 

The grand fubject of 'our maritime rights, at leaft, has 
every where, out of England, been left to private and 
felf-interefted pensj and thefe have almoft univerfally been 
in the fervice of neutralizing traders. Our enemies there- 
fore have walked over the courfe in America, as well as in 
other neutral countries ; and the people hearing of nothing 
but Britifh violence and injuftice, have condemned us with- 
out, a trial. 

I am le^ to thefe remarks by a paflage in Mr. Randolph's 
fpeech, in which he adopts an opinion currently received 
in America, that " War in Difguife," was written under 



the eye of Mr. Pitt. The fame has alfo been affirmed con- 
ficiently in all the newspapers of that country as a known 
fact, and has been hitherto uncontradicted. Let the au- 
tlior therefore do juftice to the independence and freedom of 
his pen, at the expence of the credit which it might derive 
from the choice of our late celebrated minifter. ** War in 
DifgU'.fe," was not written under the eye, nor at the inftiga- 
tion of Mr. Pitt, or any other member of adminiftration ^. 
nor was it honoured by his perufal till after it was given to 
the public. Whatever be the weaknefs, or the'ftrength, oiF 
the arguments it contains, they were fpontaneous and fin* 
cere, the refult of uninfluenced, and| as their author be* 
lieves, of impartial opinion. 

But to return from this digreffion— ^If new confideratiom 
of juftice, now arife to fatisfy the people of the United 
States, that their demands are groundlefs in point of right ^ 
new and more powerful motives of policy, have alfo been 
furniflied by the late changes in Europe, to reinforce the 
arguments of Mr. Randolph. 

What hopes, let me a(k, can they now^ retain, of the 
moderation of France, and how truly alarming to them 
Ou^lit to be the profpect of a maritime peace in Europe. 

While a hope remained of a continental balance of power 
in the old world being reltored, it was natural for the peo^ 
pie of the United States to fuppofe themfelves neutral in 
point of intereft, in the event of the war, as well as in 
their actual relations. But which of their politicians wiU 
now be hardy enough to difpute the opinion of Mr. Ran- 
dolph, that the navy of England is the fole bulwark of 
American commerce, and that our ruin would infure their 
own. 

This enlightened patriot (for though as an American, 
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addrefling a republican audience, he fays fome things whicli 
an fngliihman cannot approve, he fairly deferves that 
name) will I doubt not now further extend his views, and 
difcpver more clearly the Trans- Atlantic projects of French 
ambition which the war alone fufpends. . 

Colonies are one of the favourite and avowed objects pf 
Napoleon's vows, and where are rich colonies to be oh- 
tained, fo eafily and fo fpeedily, as in Spanifh Amenca ? 
What ! will the confciehce of Bonaparte {brink from the 
guilt of defpoiling another branch of his murdered mafter's 
family ? or is it the patient character of his policy to wait 
for the flow reflitution of agriculture in St. Domingo, whea 
finally regained by exterminatory war, rather than poflefs 
himfelf at once of all the exifling wealth and all the com* 
merce of Cuba ? 

His meafures during the lafl peace furnifh no argument 
to the contrary. They ' were fuggefted by grofs ignorance 
of the true flate of St. Domingo, and he therefore began 
where he would otherwife have ended. Befides, he was 
then kept a little in check by the yet unbroken power of 
his late enemies, and by the difficulties of his domeflic (it- 
uation ; but the' next opportunity of fending armies with- 
out obflruction to the new world, will be better improved. 
Hayti may ferve for a feint, or even perhaps for a genuine^ 
though fecondary objeft ; but Cuba will be occupied and 
ceded, and fome of the feeble continental colonies of Spain 
will be next reduced. Louifiana will be refumed, and the 
fouthern flates.of the American union, will foon experience 
the efFedls of their interior fyflem, when oppofed to the 
hoflility of an infidious and unprincipled neighbor. 

But in thefe profpe£ts, new perhaps to Englifh eyes, and 
yet demonftrably of real probability, I am lofing fight pf my 
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ifilciule4 Umi|4i And forgtttjng th^t I mutt fiot delay to pff 
Mr. Randplph'i ii^por^ii^t (^^(^k to the public sit this verf 
(Oritiqal juAclure, 

Without therefore extending further thefe views o( cot 
lonial ufurpation, I would ask the citizens ot America fey 
riottsly to re9e£):i tliat th^ ms^ritirn^ power of England could 
alone avert from |li?in fuch ^viisji if frapc^ were difp9fe4 
|o realife them. 

Would armies be f|icrificed in the work ?•-— What then ! 
—Did tlie wafte of human life beget remqrfe at St Domin^r 
go ? The tyrant has befides a horrible interest, in the 
deathful eharader of his Trans* Atlantic enterprifes. 

Be it remembered that in the European countries whicli 
he has fubjugated, and in thofe which he ftill means to fub- 
due, there are myriads of ardent Ipirits whom their con- 
queror would be happy to difpofe of in diftant military fer- 
vice, juil as he bafely fent the patriqt Polifh legions, to do 
his murderous work, and perifli in St. Domingo. 

How copioufty might the uh tractable fpirit of this free 
country, if it were conquered, add to the miferable numbers 
of fuch high-minded victims- Brethren of America, the idea, 
though ftrange and dreadful, is not beyond the range of 
poffibla events, that the volunteers of England may be fent 
to reduce the Spanifh colonies, and to fhed your kindred 
Wood. 

But America migl^t fall ev^o before her parent. A brief 
period of peace wpuld fuflBce to reftore the marine of France, 
eijormoufly asflie has now extended her means of mi|ltiplying 
fhips 5 forfhe h^s found that fgldiers may foon be taught 
nautical fkill enough to man her fleets, at leaft as well as 
they have been lately manned with French and Spanifh fai* 
tors. In our own fervice a landfman is foon converted io- 
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Id lih brdinar^ feainafi^ and there IS fib iMtiti^ ft) ftraii^ 
with Bonaparte for defiring that peace for which hb is noil' 
bufily angling, as the pi^feht iir.pbffibility of fending hit 
foldiers to fea for tsducation, without rifqiiing their captivi^ 
tity, and the lofs of the fliips that carry theii*.* 

. But for fuch an enterprife as the conqiieft of the Spanifik 
colonies, a large iiaVal force would not be wanting ; ar- 
mies might be landed there Without refiftance, large enough 
to maintain, as well as to accomplifli, the eafy work. Tfa^ 
mother country far from proteding, durft not encouragt 
fliem to refift, and I am perfuaded thafc at this mbttient no- 
thing averts a French yoVe from the colonies both t>f Spaiti 
and Portugal, but the impervious barrier of our navy: nay 
that nothing fufpends the fate of thofe mother countries 
themfelves, but the fear that their cblohieft wbuM be l6fty 
from the want of a fleet to fecure them. 

Does America then hope that we (hall futlaih the t(rjtr 
forever, under all the difcouragements which her injurious 
conduct, add to its other evils — that we (hall prote£l her ih 
iTpite of iierfelf, and let her bear away all the beft frui.s of our 
naval empire, while we are at all the charge of its defence. 

Such conduct indeed, were there no other alternative 
except that of peace with France, at the prefeht moft difad- 
vantageous moment, might be wife and necelTary, for n6- 
thing could be more infallibly felf-defttuetive, than our noliv 
throwing open the fea to Bonaparte. 

But every Engliflmian does not concur with the grekt 
majority of the nation in this opinion, 

• in the shipi taken bjr Sir Tidhttt Cald6P, on ihcir rttiiftl fh)ta th« 
tVfelt-lnaifes, alkpgfe propdrtiohylf I am n^iXy itiformed one- thiixl, of 
tlielrcomplifnentefhrmdB, weresoWiew, who worked witk the tea- 
Ken, and had been put on beard ftt that purpose. 
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The^ arc writers among us, who even seem to re- 
gard the enormous aggrandizement of France by 
land, as a good argument for opening to her bound- 
less ambition, and implacable hostility, the import^ 
ant passes of the ocean; who even magnify our dan • 
ger from her recent territorial acquisitions, as rea^ 
sons for allowing her to reap the full, immediate ben- 
efit of their commerce, and to combine with her 
former immense resources, the new means which 
they copiously afford for the restitution of h^r navy ; 
who, because we cannot give back to the right owners, 
the territories she has ravished from other nations, 
would advise us to endanger our own ; and who think 
that as kings have been the victims of our quarrel^ 
our most honorable course is to ratify without delay, 
their constrained renunciations, and shake hands with 
the usurper over the ruins of their thrones. Such opi* 
nions too boast, though falsely I admit, of popularity^ 
nay even of ministcri. 1 patronage. 

Let not then America, seeing perhaps our obvious 
interest better than these British politicians, suppose 
herself perfectly secure from that fatal event, a speedy 
peace between England and France ; but let her beware, 
lest by further discouraging our navy, ruining ourcoio* 
nies, and baffling all our remaining hopes in the war, 
•he should at length dispose us to that desperate expe* 
dient, to her ruin as well as our own. 

But I am forgetting that to the people of England, 
and to the British cabinet if necessary, not to the people 
of America, these pages are more immediately addressed. 
I am also again forgetting, that the purpose of this pub« 
Jication is urgent,' and that my present object is only t# 
dleprecate a hasty and fatal decision* 
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If the judgment of those whose determination would 
iDake conitroversy useless, does not shut out further ar- 
gument, I shall find time enough perhaps to open in a 
better manner, the new bearings and relations of this 
momentous subject ; and to maintain, if necessary, the 
ground I have already taken in defence of our national 

rights., 

I may tjen, perhaps, reply to my English, as well as 

my yet unseen American, antagonists. I may possibly 
make a convert of one of the former, who now imitates 
the practices which he defends, by engaging in cor\tro- 
versial war under the neutral flag of a critic, for his opin- 
ions are founded on such erroneous premises, as may 
be easily corrected* ; and I may possibly even be able 
to reply with gravity to the chiefargumentof my other 
opponent, which courageously maintains ths^t it isour in^ 
teresty to nourish the colonics ^ and protect the commerce of 
arf, enemy, \ 

Meantime, I must leave these assailants to spend their 

• The author is gratefiil to the Edinbxirgh Reviewers, for the un- 
merited compliments paid to his plain style and humble talents ; com- 
pliments which it would cost him no tveach of sincerity to repay in 
kind, as all who read that lively and very able Review will easUy be- 
lieve. But for the sake of this great public cause, he must remark, 
that the ingenious and elaborate argument with which his pamphlet is 
encountered in that popular work, proceeds chiefly on two fgndunen- 
tal errors in point of fact ; viz. on the notion that the colonial monopo- 
ly in time of peace, extends to the exclusive carriage in national^P' 
ping only, not as it also does, to a destination exclusively to and fr^rm use 
ports of the mother country / and secondly, on the assiunption that the 
Americans alv)ays supplied the northern nations tf Europe nuith theprodueta 
of the French and Spanish colonies- (See th^'fedinbuTgh Review, No, 
15, p. 30, &c. 

It was remarked in the pamphlet referred to, that few subjects 
are less generally understood by intelligent men, than that which the 
author undertocJk to explain ; and of the truth of the proposition, strong* 
er evidence cannpt possibly be offered than tliesc uiistalces by an EdiA* 
burgh Renewer. 

t Bn<iuiry into the State of the Nation, 4th tdition, 197 to X99, 

V 
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(1 v>s ures on eacii other ; for the one declining the ques- 
tion orright, denies that itis our interest tosuppressthe 
trade in question ; the other admits the interest^ but dis« 
1jiUl*s the right. 

Lot mc for the present conclude, with a few brief 
sugicestions to a British niinistcr,on the supposition, 
that a Statesman of this country can be really disposed 
to give way to the present claims of America. And I 
will further suppose that statesman to be Mr. Fox; not 
merely for the sake of enlivening the idea ; but for 
that of professing that no difference of opinion on such 
a subject could diminish the unfeigned respect which I 
feel for his manly, generous, and amiable character ; 
since its very virtues would sufficiently explain to me 
the source of our disagreement. 

" Pause,*' I would anxiously cry to him, '^ on a 
** measure which if once adopted, can never be re-> 
'' called. 

** Reflect, that a stronger case for the operation of the 
'^ rights in question, than that which now exists, can- 
** not possibly arise. The present emergency, the new 
** state of the war, the new system of annoyance 
^^ adopted by the enemy, at least in its widened com- 
" pass, and increased practicability, nay the very evils 
** sxperienced by former concessions, might now, in* 
**:dependently of their voluntary nature, clearly justi- 
** fy their entire revocation, much more the rejection of 
*' claims founded on a fraudulent abuse of our indul* 
" gence. 

" But if you now give way, and give way to an im- 
" perious demand, founded on an asserted right,— if 
^' you lower your top-sails at the bidding of . a state 
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" which has not a ship of the line, while above seven 
" hundred British pendahts triumphantly maintain the 
" empire of the ocean,-— henceforth you can set up no 
*^ fair distinction, you can alledge no duress of tern po- 
" rary necessity, to avoid the fatal precedent, — a prin- 
** ciple on which your belligerent energies greatly.de- 
*' pend, is lost and abandoned for ever. 

*' Reflect also, that by this retractation oFa principle 
" whicli our government, as well as its supreme tribu- 
** oals of Prize, has strongly, practically, and as I main- 
** tain, consistently, asserted ; you will sink our credit 
** in Europe, and give countenance to the foul charges 
*^ of Bonaparte. We shall reasonably be regarded not 
*' only as the tyrants of the sea, but what, if not more 
^' odious, is at least more contemptible, as pusillani- 
^* mous tyrants, who are insolent and audacioMS when 
*^ uivopposed, but shrink back from spirited resistance. 

** Nor is it in Europe alone, that we shall incur this 
*^ infamy. America herself will despise us— Our friends 
'^-in that country will be abashed, and our enemies will 
'' triumph. Your tardy compliance will, not be.ascrib- 
^^ ed to a sense of justice, or a spirit of conciliation ; 
^^ but to commercial panic, and the dread of a non> 
*^ importation kw. The advocates for violent measures 
'^ will exult ia the success of that insolent policy, which 
^' has sent you menaces, instead of arguments, and 
*^ non-importation resolutions, instead of embassadors. 
/' In a word, our concessions will purchase for us among 
*' our Trans- Atlantic brethren, not good will, but deri- 
^^ sion and contempt. 

** Look next to the consequenoes to our nary, our 
<^ colqpies, and our commerce. 



2» 

" Do joa mean to make peace with France, and are 
'' you sure of such terms as you are prepared to accept ? 
'* Remember stil], that you have no assurance, nay 
*^ scarcely a ration^ hope, that any peace you may 
'* novr make, will last a single year ; and that the con- 
'^ cession novr demanded w'dl not lose its validity as a 
'* precedent, when you shall be compelled again to 
'* draw your naval sword, and to fight, as }Ir. Ran- 
** dolph forcibly puts it, * not /or 2uebifc or P^hdicker^ 
** ry, but for London and Westminster'^for lift^ 

*' But if Bonaparte will not give as peace, or if we 
'^ are wise enough not to accept it from him at this 
'^ juncture, then advert to the consequences of these 
'' concessions, even during the present contest. 

*' I will not detain you with a description cf them ; 

'^ I have stated them elsewhere ; and need only add, 

'' that if you consent to depart from the principles now 

^' acted upon in our prize courts, our planters, and 

*' West-India merchants, will soon again be driven by 

'^ an oppressive competition, from all the foreign mar- 
** kets of Europe. The ruin of our East-India com- 
'^ puny too, will be advanced with an accelerated pro*. 
** gress. 
** Af er all, to what would I persuade you ? to quar- 

" rel wjth America ? By no means. But to treat with 

*' her more deliberately ; to treat with her on her own 

" soil, at the seat of her government, and in the bosom 

** of her citizens ; to treat with her, after the popular 

** effervescence excited by self-interested men has had 

*^ time to subside, and the voice of reason and justice 

*' has been deliberately heard ; to treat vyith her, after 

"she has been fully infracted in the recent measures of 
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" Prussia and Fi'ancc, and in the system now concerted 
** for our ruin. 

" The contrary course of a precipitate submission 
^' to the demands of Mr. Jeffer&on and his minister, 
^' w ould no doubt be mt)re palatable to them, and to 
" the party to which they belong. But though I feel 
** high personal consideration and respect for those gen- 
^* tlemen, they arc not precisely the persons with whom 
** a British' minister would wish to adjust this most im- 
** portant controversy. I may be mistaken in their 
" public views, for I profess no great acquaintance with 
** the interior politics of America; but it is certain 
** that they are regarded in that country, as partial to 
^* the cause of France, and consequently not partial to 
*^ p]ngland. 

" The Congress of the United States, alone can de- 
** dare war, or alter the pacific relations of that coun- 
^' try. There can consequently be no danger of being 
^* involved in a war by delay, before a British minister 
*' can be sent across the Atlantic. The American em- 
'^ bassador can have no manifesto in his pocket. The 
" advantage therefore of treating under the eye and ear 
" of a Congress, and of a people, among whom a very 
^^ considerable minority, at least, are disposed to mo- 
" deration and peace, is undeniably great. 

** The only objection I can imagine possibly to arise 
" against this expedient, is, from the passing of the 11- 
'^ mited non-importation bill, the fate of which is yet 
*^ unknown, and which is represented as containing a 
*^ clause making its operation depend either on the fiat 
" of the executive government, or on that of its min- 
" ister in this country ; or as other accounts intimate, 



" on the bareevent of onr refusing immediate compli- 
*' ance with the demands of the American governmeiit. 

" Now such a bill cither has, or las not, been passed 
" by the Congress, 

" In the latter case, the difficulty will not arise, btit 
" in the former, I hesitate not to say, that it makes 
" yemr compliance, consistei.tjy with any regani to the 
" dignity and honour of this great nation, absolutely 
" impossible. 

" What ! is a rod to be put into the hands of r fo- 
" reign Minister, towhip us into submission ; and are 
" we broadly and ooarsety to sell ourmaritinia rights, 
" for the sake of passing off a littb haberdashcvy along 
" with them ! ! ! . 

" Are we to make a lumping pennyworth to the buy- 
'' ers of our leather wares, our felt and tin wares, and 
" the othercommodities enumerated in this insolent bill, 
" by tossing our honour, our justice, and our courage 
" also into the parcel '. ! ! I would not consent lodispii- 
" rage even the quality of our manufacLuves, much 
" less of our public morals, by so shameful a bargain. 

" No sir! if Mr. Munroe is indeed instructed and 
" empowered to treat with us in lliis huniiliating style 
" of huckstering diplomacy, a new reason arises for 
" delay, and for treating beyond the Atlantic, 

" Let the threatened prohibition take place. Our 
" bats, our shoes and our teakLlllcs must find some och- 
" er market for a few months ; unless the American 
" merchants should be impatient enough, to import 
" them by smuggling into that country in the mean 
" time ; which I doubt not they will, in a more than 
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" usutti abundance. Pevliaps when our ministef arrives, 
" the advancetl price of English goods, and the loiis of 
'* the duties upon them, may form an argiimeat of some 
-" weight in our favour." 

But I must have done; lest by reasoning too anxious- 
ly, I should reason too late. — " Pause then, sir," {still 
I' ', to address an imagined, and, I hope, nOn-existeiit char- 
acter) *' pause I conjure you, on this awful occasion. 
" Contend at least a little longer, for our colonies, for 
" our navy, for our belligerent power, for our consist- 
" ency, for our dignity and our honour." 



POSTSCRIPT. 



Afay id, 1806. 

THE newspapers of this morning and those of yester- 
day, which t had not time to read til! the above Intro- 
duction went to press, suggest a new reason for our not 
precipitately abandoning the important principle of the 

I ruk of the war, i756, which as the delay of the press 
has afforded time for it, I will take the opportunity uf 

^^ adding. 

^k That grand sacrifice, if we are really bold enough to * 

^V hazard the consequences of making it on any term.*. 
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sliould at least be the subject of treaty and reciprocal 
compact, both with America and Denmark : — and pne 
concession which both those powers would most willing- 
ly make, is the allowing us to intercept and condemn 
vessels under their colours, employed in supplying the 
French and Spanish colonies with slaves ; a trade which 
they have prohibited by thqir own municipal laws, but 
which without our aid, they <:annot eiFectually prevent 
the contraband prosecution of, even by their own sub* 
jects ; much less by foreignars who assume their flags 
for the purpose. 

The ruinous effects of this commerce to our colonies, 
not only through • the rapid extension of agriculture 
which it promotes in the islands of their powerful rivals^ 
but in the consequent advadce of the price of slaves^ 
both in Africa and the West-Indies, have at length been 
distinguished through those dark clouds of error and 
prejudice, with which the storm of slave-trade control 
vemy has long covered our West-India interests. The 
last administration put a stop to the fatal competition, 
in the conquered colonies : and the present cabinet 
having adopted the same salutary principle, a Bill I find 
has yesterday passed the House of Commons, for pra- 
hibiting the foreign slave trade generally to his Majesty^s 
subjects — The bill has also, as an obvious and necessary 
application of the same principle, precluded the fitting 
out of foreign slave ships from our ports ; which to be 
sure, another principle, long since universally admitted, 
that of the slave carrying acts, ought in more consis* 
tency, to have led us to prohibit long ago. 

This wise and necessary measure, officially introdu- 
ced by his Majestv's Attorney General, will no doubt 
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speedily pass iuto a law, for tt cannot bs doubtet! thai 
the ftrescnt able and powerful administration have in- 
fluence enough in patliament to give efi'ecc to a. me^iire 
of national policy which they have adopted ; or that ^ 
Bill re CO in mended by such weighty and obvious coijsid- 
cratians of national interests will receive from the wis- 
dom of itie Lords, tiie same general approbation that 
it met with from the Commons. In the Lower House, 
its idvocates wepe, not Mr, Wilbcrforce, or Mr. Henry 
Thornton, though they no doubt silently approved ; 
but Sir William Youug, and every other Weat-Indi* 
gentleman who delivered his sentiments, with the sin- 
gle cBception, I think, of Mr. Rose. 

Assuming then, that this Bill will soon become an Act 
ftf Parliament, it now becomes consistent and decorous 
in us, as well as prudent and necessary, to treat with the 
neutral powers, for obtaining at leastt'ie allowance of ^ 
much of our iparitime rights as may give effect to their 
own prohibitoiy laws in regard to this traffic ; and thus 
efTectually to prevent the supply of the hostile colonies 
with slaves <luring the war. 

If our unfortunatQ planters must enpounter a ruinous 
competition in the foreign markets of Europe throug};t 
1 unbounded indulgence to neutrals, at least let us ob- 
tain in their favour, wliat neutr-il states are willing to 
rrUnquisli, and relieve them from a competition in the 

t slave markctt; of Africa and the West-Indies, by which 
the price of negroes is enormously advanced, and the 
btipp'y of foreign sugar rapidly increased. 
1 am aware that Mr. Rose's pppcsition to the Bill noif 
idependiiig may seem a disseiii from these views ; hvf 
Wiat gentjtimatr made a generous sacrifice of his.qwi^ 
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ti'tf-inrci'ABted frclings as a Britiih platitei fur the sake 
of « large tiatioTial interest, winch he very erroneously 
iMIiposcJ to (lc|nnd on tlie slave trade to tlie colonies of 
Spain ; as may be icon in an account of his speech on 
Tbundny last, and of a conversation which took place 
last night between him, Mr. Francis, and Mr. Wilber- 
force, »cspecting a slave-trarle alleged by Mr. Rose to 
be now carried on through onr free ports in the West- 
lodies, to those colonies. 

Sir' William Toniig shewed by authentic documents, 
that if any stich trade exists it must be of a narrow ex- 
tent ; but the truth is, that it cannot legally exist at all, 
either by the law of Spain, or by the law of war, as 
obligatory on all his Majesty's subjects. 

Mr. Rose overlooking this fact, supposed, in reply to 
Sir William Young, that though the export of slaves 
ftnm our free ports to Spanish colonies might be very 
.«mall, yet it was a necessary cover to obtain admission 
for the ships ffmployed in the free port trade by the 
laws of those colonies into the Spanish poits ; and that 
under pretence of bringing a few slaves tliey smuggle id 
our manufactures to a large amount ; he feared there- 
fore a great shock to our existing commerce by a sup- 
pression of the foreign slave trade : but if this gentle* 
man'i language is accurately reported, he proceeded on 
notions of the free port trade which are radically erro- 
neous both in point of fact and of law. 

It is true, that during the last war, for a period of 
- about fourmonths, and in consequence of an oversight 
in drawing up a royal instruction, slaves were enume- 
rated among the articles which that instruction authori- 
zed bis majesty's subjects, ot Spanairils, to export by 




.jppcid licence from our free p6its, notwithstanding the 
existing hostilities. BtU tlic moment this error was no- 
ticed, Mr. Pitt explained it in the Hoiis-; of roinmon<!, 
to have proceeded from inadvrrteiicj- alone, ucciisioned 
by the copyint; thecatalogiiL'of cxportnbleiiriicl'?sfr<VB 
the free port acts, as in force dnring ppare ; and he in- 
dignantly discUiiiif d the idea of its having bet- n inteit- 
ded to relax the biv of war for ihe purpose of ext^.nj- 
int^the slave trade. The inKEructioii,.whicli bore date 
November 27, i79", wa.^ instantly nvoked, and a DcW 
one, dated March 28, 1198, issued, which oaiiited 
slaves in its cniimeratiQn. 

From that time to the present, the exportation of 
slaves during war, from our free ports to the colonies of 
our erreoiies, has bi^en wholly iUegal ; and would have 
subjecled the ship and cargo enjjagcd in it to loulisc^- 
tionin the prizi; court. • 

Prior to the present hostilities with Spain, a prospec- 
tive instruction was issued, empowering the Guvernorn 
of the free ports, in the event of a war with that power, 
to grant lioences in the same form as in the former war. 
But sul^.■^y no man will construe this as referring to a 
rule that existed by mistake for four months, instead of 
that corrected rule which was in force duringal! the rest 
of the period referred to. 

Had any such strange construction been put upon it 
ill the West-Indies, and that fact had come to the official 
knowledge of the Right Honourable Gentleman, wiio is 
now, very erroneously perhaps, stated to have affirmed 
in Parliiiincnt the existence of a free port slave trade 
with our enemies, he would no doubt immediately, as a 
point of private as well as pubhc duty, have reported 




tttd the late miniMer; forMr.'Rose wasTiCe-presiiteTii 
of ihc comirrittee of the Privy Council, ugnally called 
the Bosrd of Trade, from the beginning, I think, of 
ihe present war trith fipairi, td the «n(! of Mr. Pitt's acl- 
tninistration. He would therefore unquestionably, by 
Some means; have guarded his illnstrious friend's feci- 
ings, and bis reputation, from the possible charjre of 
having connived at a trade in the present war, which he 
had so publiciv repudiated during the last. 

tt is n6 disparajfemont to Mr. Pitt's memoTy, to sup- 
■^ose that he knew as little of the trade of 'New-Provi* 
dcnce, as of that of Tumbuctoo. He natnrallv relied 
on his right hoUbiirable friends at the Board of Trade 
and Planytions, for it-atching over those remote com- 
mercial interests ■ and thet'efore had Mr. Rose known 
bf any such trade as that in question, itrtouldhave been 
•his immediate dnty to report it to the tDJnisler, or rather 
offivially to propose what I apprehend it tvas in his own 
immediate departinsot to oHginaJe, anew rOyal instruc- 
tion for its suppression. 

I Terily believe, however, that no such trade has ex- 
isted ; and therefore Mr. Rose's language in last night's 
debate is probably misreported. 

The Unavoidable inaccuracy in hasty news paper re- 
ports of parliamentary speeches; mUst have led to other 
iristakes, as to the assertions of the same respectable 
gentleman ; for Mr- Rose is reported to have represent- 
ed tile hverage valUe of a cargo of British manufac- 
hires sent in these free ^ort slave ships, as being about 
SO.Oudl. sterling, whereas, by the slave carrying acts, 
sloops, schooners, and other small vessels, not having 
more thsti one deck; ban alone be employed In thefo- 



reijrn tracio of the free ports. (Ste the consoiUlatiTi^ 
fne port act of 45 Geo. III. cap. 57, brought in, 1 be- 
lieve, untier Mr. Rose's own amipic*^.) Sut lest unin- 
formed readers shoukl siipiviae thai such tcsscIb realty 
carry cargoes in gcniiral of 50,000l. value, I take on 
mu toaseen, and mi^ht dppcal to all the noble and 
right honourable persons who have presided in prise 
causes at the Cockpit, within eight or ton jears past, 
to support the assertion, tJiat a (cnik pai1 of the abore 
Sum would be an excessive tstimate, supposing that an 

- average of the whole may be fairly taken from the many 
vessels and cargoes of this description that hare been 
the subjects of appeal. 

But tiie most important error ascribed by the newa- 

. papers to this very intelligenc genilenian, is the notion 
that aur manufactures cannot lawfully be introduced 
from these ports into the Spanish colonies, without he- 
ing accompanied by slaves, and that under the cover 
1^ ca"j'ifig slavei they may be, and are, imported 
thti-e 

Here let me quote part of this probably eironeous re- 
port, as given in the Morning Chronicle, lest a well- 
informed reader should suppose the strange inaccuracy 
my own. " Mr. Francis then said, that we had this 
" fact, that a cargo of the value of 30,0O0l. might be 
" sold in these colonies, under the cover of seven slaves, 
" and that it could not be sold, without this cover.— Mr. 
" Rose, / do assert that/act.''^ 

Now In opposition to this supposed assertion, I will 
vindertake to prove, that the intercourse between our 
free ports and the Spanish colonies is wholly prohibited 
by the laws of those colonies ; and that neither seven, 
aor seven hundred slaves, would exempt any vessel 



«>jigage() in it from seizure nnd confiscatioii, if OetecnJ 
in a Sponiah port, or by a Spanish Giiarda Costa ; in 
short, thai tht vhole existing commoTe betvieen our fret 
perti and the Spanish We:l Indies^ is contraband by the 
Spanish law. 

Here again I-can confidently tefisr to the Lords Com- 
minioner^ of Prize Appculs. The fact has repeatedly 
appeared before them ; and I turn only to one of ma- 
ny case* that might be ated, for the following extract 
in proof of it. 

Case of the Jfestra Seignnra del Rosario, J. P. San* 
ehes, Mastnr, heard at the Cnclcpit, in 1902. 

This n-us a licenced Spanish vetsel, tvhicb had car. 
Tied goods from New Providence to the Havanna, and 
on her return was seized, because the term of her li- 
cence had expired, and prosecuted in the Vice Admi- 
nity Court of the Bahamas. 

The excuse set up was that of a long detention on 
the coast of the Spanish colony, in conseiuettce of the 
illicit nature of the trade, and the necessity •</ conceaU 
mint ; and the following passage is extracted from the 
affidavit bf the claimant, a merchant of New-Provj. 
dence : "That the said brigantine was detained some 
" time in the port of Havanna by an embargo, and by 
" other unavoidable causes, in a tvyttge, which requires' 
" to be concealed/rein the Spanish government, was pre- 
" vented from completing the said voyage in sixty 
■' days." 

Is it supposed that a British merchant would untruly 
represent on his oath a public fact, the truth or false, 
hood of which must be notorious on the spot f— At 
least, the judge of the Vice Admiralty of New Provi- 
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dence, could not be dtucivcd by such perjury; and 
yet on this evidence he acquitted the vessel and cargo, 
and the Lords Commis.Htoiicrs alRrmed his sentence. 

In other licenced casus, the subjects ot' appeal, 
Spanish vassel<i have hjcn rescued by our cruisers out 
of the possession of theii' owrjGuarda Costas which 
bad seized them ; and so noiorioua is the illfgality of 
the trade by the Spanish law, iliat false papers and de- 
struction of papers, have been connived at, in our 
prize conns, in such caws ; on account of the known 
necessity of coiiceaimuiit and Qiisrepr<;sentation in the 
Spanish ports. But in no one of these cases has the 
mask in question b<eii found on board; they have earned 
British 7Haniifactures, but not a single slave, 

" Are slaves then in no instance a key to the ports 
" of tlie Spanish culontes ?"■■■— T here was such a 
case ; but it is so far from supporting the arguments 
imputed to Mr, Rose, that if the case still exists, it 
furnishes new ground for the measure I here recom- 
mend. 

The laws of the Spanish colonies have been greatly 
relaxed in all respects, in consequence of the war, 
but only in favour of neutral vessels; and even these, 
during part at least of the late war, were obliged to 
bring slaves, in order to entitle them to export the 
produce of the colony, which they were allowed to do, 
to the amount of the proccedsof the slaves. It became 
therefore a practice in neutral not British or Spanish 
vessels, to itnporta few slaris j and by enormously ag- 
gravating the prnceedi, in fictitious accounts of sales, 
to export colonial prodnce to a fwr i;ri.'ater value, 
'.vhile under cover of ^ia I'avourijJ trade, other mer- 



ehandize was copiouiily introduced. The ncccsiliy, I 

^ belicT?, of suci) pretexts has ceased. 

But do tlie neutral slave traders, or even the agents 
of British ^iMs traders sailing under forei|ri] colon, 
aisist the importation of British merchandize ormanu— 
fadiires into ihesft colonies ?— On the contrary, as far 
as tht;iT slave trade increases iheir geiicvul dealings 
with those colonies, it favour* the introduction otily of 

foreign European manufactures. Tht; truth is, that 
slave ships from Africa bring no manufactures of any 
kind, but the vessels that caiT;- slaves to tlie Havanna, 
and other Spanish ports, when they clear out from tim 
neutral islands, often carry foreign manufactures from 
thence ; and merchants stalloneJ tliere as general agents 
for the Spanish slave nic-re hauls, or for our own, also 
supply the Spanish colonies copiously with the oaanu- 
Iteiures, not of this country, but of France, Germa^ 
fij/and IJoUandJ* 

The true state of the case therefore, is not only dif, 
fcrentfrom, but diametrically opposite to, the raprc-^ 
mentation of it ascribtd to Mr. Rose. The slave trade 
to the Spanish colonies, as far as it is the source or vcr 
hide of other commerce, rivals and supplants, instead 
of protecting and extending, the trade in British man- 
ufactures; and whether wo supply liiose colonies ihroiigb 
our free ports with British goods to the amount iif three 
millions annually, as this gentleman is stated to have 
asserted, or as I rather believe, not with one fourth 
part of that amount, the trade, such as it is, will be 

•augmented, not diminished, by the cessation of. the 
foreign slave trade. 

• See note M, in tin? Appendix to W«r in Dis^iije. 



' ZticemB uopoasiblc however that Mr. Rose's r 
can be rightly reported ; because if slaves were a ne- 
cessary coTer for free port trade, then the free port in- 
structions and licences, became a mere mockery, when 
slaves were strucv out of the enumeration ; and, 
consequently, Mr. Pitt's explanation, and the revoca- 
tory insin:ction itself, would have been' an impoBition 
tipon parliament, and the public, of which neither 
the fiietids nor the anemies of that fjtcitt and dignified 
character, will believe htm to h<vve been capabje. 

On the whole therefore there must be more than or- 
dinary inaccuracy and blunder, in the report which 
has called forth these remarks. 

The reader perhaps may think thitt these commcn. 
taries on the parliamentary discussion hare no necessa- 
ty connexion with my main subject ; but the contrary 
is the case ; for if a gentleman, late ■ o liigh in office, 
and the peculiar organ of the government in matters vf 
colonial commerce, had really stated such fapts, and 
Mipported such politico-commercial views in Parlia- 
ment, at the present critical conjuncture, and if his 
views should be adopted in the House of Peers, they 
would raise a diSicutty, which in sustaining the belligei 
rent rights of my country, I should find it hard to sur. 
mount. 

It was frankly acknowledged in my late pamphlet, 
and I again distinctly admit, that Great Britain has 
no right to prevent neutrals fjom carrying on any 
trade with the colonies of her enemies, that she is not 
willing to forego herself. — If therefore we were actual., 
ly at this moment supplying the Spanish colonies with 
■laves through our free ports, and deriving through 
that tupply a commerce worth three s^illions sterhr:^ g 
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yeari-srtd if a bill should bo rejected oa tfie groohi), 
tbkt tliis trade is cGsentiat to our national welfare, then 
it is impossible to maintain that neutral nations orught 
to lie restrained from supplying the colonies of our en- 
emies with the same article nt least j and since a large 
part of tbd produce of Cuba has of late years becnpaid 
in return for slaves imported, it would be c>,']|ually im- 
possible to maintain, that such returns-may not be 
brought away and carried to the best markets, in iteu> 
tral vessels.— In short, if it were a part of our own fir-> 
ed system, that the ht>sttle colonies shall be supplied 
with slaves by British subjects during the war, I can 
neither on the ground of regard to our own unfbrtUr 
nate planters, nor of justice to the neutral powers, pnil 
any consistent principle on which any part of the rule 
of the war of 1756 worth preserving, ought now to be 
enforced. 

^ Quite irreconcileablc with the views ascribed to Mr. 
Rose, was the reply which I meant to offer to the most 
tpecioui argument of the American Government, if 
decision should not preclude the utility of any reply— 
I cannot regard those feeble palliatives to which we 
have been driven by the invasion of out maritime rights 
to have recourse, tlie relalations of our own commer- 
cial system, as any better defence to the neutrals by 
whose conduct they were occasioned, than the calling 
in a surgeon to heal a wouud, would be to the wroa^ 
doer who inflicted it. llut I never for a moment sup- 
posed that the licenced trade of our free ports, (fx. any 
other relaxation of the law of war, ought to survive the 
resumption of our belligerent rights : and I regarded 
these innovations on our gqod old maxims of war, as 
misevabli: temporising expedients, which might bL' 
lirushed away with far mors advantage than lu36. 
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, estimates, and statements now pwWicIy 
imputed to a late vice-president of our board of trade, 
would, ifreal, and if adopted in parliament, present 
a very different ease ; and a coiistruciion also imputed 
to him of a late act of Parliament, would, if I rightly 
apprehend that part of the report, ba a source of fu- 
ture embari'assmf iit- 

The American author of the " Examination of the 
British Doctrine," appeared to me to have made a very 
unfair use of that Act, (45 Geo. III. cap. 57. sec. 5.) 
which I regarded, not as meant for operation during 
hostilities, antf further than as kis majesty's relaxations 
of ike law «f war might gixe it special and (emporay egi- 
cacy i but if it really has the effect of legalizing an in- 
tercourse with the enemy, and controlling the general 
law of war, without a special lietnce (whicli must be the 
case, if tliis act sanctions a trade, not sanctioned By 
the free port instructions) then the strictures of this 
writer are fair enough — I must in that case admit it to 
have been a grand and radical innovation on our own 
belligerent system.* 

I have felt it necessary therefore in every view to 
profit hy the unforeseen delay of this publication, till 
Monday next, and to enlarge its bulk, for the sake of 
rntering this protest against the parliamentary report* 
' in our newspS^ers ; and of adding, that if they could 
he supposed in this instance to be accurate, I should as 
widelj'and as firmly protest against the very respecta- 
ble authority even of Mr. Rose himself. 

, jt help thinking tliis act »ery t^relenly dnwn, is well »» 

^ liadly expmLiicI[.-d ; for tec. 9. opena the door to a fraud thnt may be 

very injurioua to our plantcn, bythe circuitous ititroduclinn of French 
• uid Spfljiisli rnifrnr and coflee from the free poit» into tht» country, 

.1, 1. ^ sugar cobniei, without payment of foreign dutiei. 
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